and offers a unique example of Oriental imagery for the delectation of
the European intellectual world . A Latin version of the poem was also
included in the volume, as usual, for comparison.

Arcadia, a pastoral poem, was written as long ago as 1 762 during
the Harrow period, "but the author, finding some tolerable passages in
it, was induced to correct st afterwards, and to give it a place in this
collection/'19 Hetook the idea from the thirty-second paper of Addison's
Guardian, which is reprinted on the margin for the reader's reference
and comparison. Menalcas (Theocritus) is a king of shepherds and has
two daughters, Daphne (the polished and elegant type of pastoral poetry)
and Hyla (the simple and unadorned type). Theocritus was a master of
both the types. Virgil, whom Pope imitated, bore away the palm of the
one, and Spenser, whom Gay imitated, succeeded in snatching the
other. The point of the story is that these two poets have both inherited
the kingdom of Arcadia. The last couplet says that since their time,
there has been no king- shepherd in the kingdom of Arcadia:

Since then no shepherd rules tlY Arcadian mead,
But silent hangs Menalcas' fatal reed.20

Written in vigorous Heroic verse, the poem concludes with a
striking couplet.

Ca/ssa of The Came of Chess was written by Jones during the
same Harrow period in 1763. It is in imitation of Ovid, as the poet says
in the 'advertisement/ The poem was first suggested by a Latin poem
of Vida-on which Pope's The Rape of the /.ode too was based -which
was rendered into Italian by Marino. The story and most of the
descriptions, however, are Jones's own. He also says that "the characters
in the poem are no less imaginary than those in the episode; in which
the invention of Chess is poetically ascribed to Mars, though it is certain
that the game was originally brought from India/'21

This poem again is written in rhymed heroic couplets. The reaction
of the readers to this must have been one of tremendous approbation,
for several impressions had to be brought out to meet the demand. It is
regarded by critics as one of Jones's best poems, which presents
convincing evidence of his capacity to fuse poetic imagination and
painstaking scholarship.

19  Ibid, p^

20  Ibid, p300

21  Ibid, p.302
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